
EDUCATION WEEK

Education Week 2023 will be held from 
July 31 to August 4 2023 (Week 3, Term 
3). 

This year’s theme is 175 years of public 
education in New South Wales and focuses 
on learning from our past, celebrating our 
achievements and embracing the future with 
confidence.

This year marks 175 years since the estab-
lishment of public schools in New South 
Wales. 

Founded in 1848, the Board of National 
Education was formed and tasked with estab-
lishing a public education system in New 
South Wales. 

Prior to 1848, schools operated under a 
denominational system and were the respon-
sibility of churches.

Save the date and join the Ed Week live 
stream launch happening this Monday, July 
31 at 10am. 

The live stream launch will run for approx-
imately 30 minutes and celebrate public 
education in New South Wales over the past 
175 years. 

You can view it on the Education Depart-
ment website by visiting www.education.nsw.
gov.au.

One of the easiest ways to share the success 
of New South Wales Education with your local 
community is through social media, like 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Use the hashtag #EdWeek23 in all your 
social media posts, share your photos and 
videos and show the community how you are 

celebrating Ed Week this year.
Education Week is a great time to celebrate 

your achievements and share in success with 
the wider community. 

Plan a face-to-face or virtual event or activ-
ity at your school, early childhood education 
and care provider or workplace during Ed 
Week and invite others to join.

Education Week is officially held 
during Week 3, Term 3 but schools and 
communities have the flexibility to 
celebrate the week before or after the 
official Ed Week dates.

Schools are encouraged to not 
only watch the Education Week 
launch live stream on Monday, July 
31 at 10am, but also to plan a school 
assembly and showcase the talent 
and achievements of the school 
community.

Schools can also host an alumni 
event and invite former students to 
share their story with current students 
to show how education changes lives 
and creates futures.

Or they can create a visual art display, 
exhibition or showcase of student work for 
the school community to view. 

Consider virtual options if you’re unable to 
have people attend in-person. 

For more information about Education 
Week and how your school can be involved, 
visit education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/
education-week.

Happy Education Week! 

SPECIAL FEATURE

#EdWeek23 is here!
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Have you heard of S.I.P?
We’ve been supporting students for 30+ years

Contact us: workplacement@schoolsindustry.com.au or 0419 928 017
Or come see us- Level 1 NK Centre High St, Penrith

Schools Industry Partnership

WW51622

Work Placement has 
helped students gain 

employment

Help tomorrow’s 
workforce make             
informed career 

decisions

69% of students  
have secured a job in 
their chosen vocation 

through Work 
Placement

Get involved! 
Become a 

Community 
Champion, host a 

student today!
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Unlock Your Potential with YES - 
Youth Employment Services

Seeking the Perfect Career Path?
We’re here to empower YOU! 

Individual Coaching: 

Education Support:

Wellbeing and Development: 

Transport Solutions:

Experiential Learning: 

Financial Assistance: 

Employment Support:

Work Readiness Training:

Indigenous Support: 

Networking:

Personalised guidance and mentorship to develop career 
goals and explore potential pathways.

Certificate courses and alternate pathways to education. 

We care about your well-being and approach this holistically. 

We provide a free learner driving program and free driving 
lessons to support your independence.

Gain hands-on experience through internships and industry-
specific programs. 

Support for interview clothing, work equipment, and 
industry-specific training. 

Secure your dream job with our assistance! 

Comprehensive workshops on resume writing, interview 
preparation, and essential job skills.

Tailored programs for Indigenous youth in partnership with 
Indigenous organisations.

 Support for interview clothing, work equipment, and 
industry-specific training. 

Ph: 1800 912 611 | Email: ttw@schoolsindustry.com.au

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY! JOIN YES NOW AND UNLOCK YOUR FULL POTENTIAL! 

Contact Us Today: 

Hear What Our Participants Say:

“YES truly changed my life! The supportive staff helped me gain confidence, land my dream job, and improve 
my well-being.” - Kaitlyn

“Thanks to YES, I aced my driver’s knowledge test, and now I’m ready to drive to work! No more buses or 
Ubers!” - Violet

W
W

51
61

5



the western weekender »26 Friday, July 28, 2023

W
W

51
71

5

Glenmore Park High School

Glenmore Parkway
4733 0155
www.glenmorepk-h.schools.nsw.gov.au

Connect, Succeed, Thrive

Glenmore Park High School is a 
comprehensive high school that provides 
excellent educational opportunities for its 
students that ensure they are equipped 
with the skills and capabilities they need 
to thrive in our rapidly changing world. 

•  A focus on developing independent 
learners through a focus on high 
expectations, supports students to 
embrace challenges, seeing them 
as opportunities, further enhancing 
resilience and the desire to reach higher 
levels of achievement through mastering 
new skills.

•  Our school community values strong 
relationships and ensures students are 
known, valued and cared for through 
staff and student mentoring and a range 
of partnership programs.

•  Our STEM program at Glenmore Park 
High School has taken a comprehensive 
approach to engage students working 
in partnership with Penrith City Council, 
CSIRO, Sydney and Western University, 
and the Sydney Science Park. 
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Sustainability is a priority at York

EDUCATION WEEK

York Public School has unveiled 
two banners to be displayed in 
celebration of their journey into 

sustainability.
According to teacher Yvonne Foster, the 

school delved into sustainable initiatives 
after receiving an almost $15,000 grant to 
create an outdoor learning space.

“The area is just outside my room in the 
support unit, because it was a really messy 
area,” she said.

“We’ve purchased wicking garden beds, 
because they’re great for saving water, and 
we’ve got some seating that’s made from 
recycled plastic, so it’s all sustainable.”

Now that the garden itself has been 
launched, Foster thought it was important to 
let the community know by displaying it at 
the front of the school.

Rather than designing it herself, she put 
it to the student body, giving students as 
individuals, pairs or class groups six weeks 
to design and hand in their artworks for 
consideration.

Ultimately, it was Claire Lorraine and 
Sophia Gauci who took out the top prize.

“I got the kids to design a poster, and we 
ended up with two that we really liked to 
turn into the banners,” she said.

“The girls are so excited, I would be excited 
if I saw my name on a poster out the front of 
the school!”

Now that their efforts have become appar-
ent, Foster said she isn’t stopping, saying 
that the students have already started doing 
Return and Earn to fundraise for the garden, 
and have a worm farm to give it an extra 
boost, with even more additions on the way.

“Our principal is buying us a gazebo for 
over our seating, and then we’re going to 
get barrels as well to collect the water off the 
roof,” she said.

“I know it won’t be much, but it’s just to 
show them that you can do that and have the 
water for the garden.” 

Foster said that her goal is to help her 
students implement sustainable doings into 
their everyday lives, and thinks it should be 
the norm in the modern day classroom.

“I think that if you start with things like 
this, and get the kids thinking that way, it’ll 
just be second nature,” she said.

SPECIAL FEATURE
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Providing life changing opportunities for all to
develop and build their knowledge and

understanding of STEM

AUSTRALIA’S
LEADING SPACE
STEM PROVIDER

www.onegiantleapfoundation.com.au

"Not only did my daughter
learn so much, she gained

friendships, confidence
and self worth. What a
great environment for

young minds.” 

Sarah Hardy, daughter participated
in Aerospace Camp Scone
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ENROLLING NOW ENROLLING NOW 
FOR 2024FOR 2024

4735 7733 | mudpuddlescottage.com.au  |  53-59 Great Western Hwy, Emu Plains

Who you entrust with your child’s early 
development is one of the most important 
decisions you will make.

We are proud of our strong reputation as 
the most nurturing and vibrant childcare 
centre in the Emu Plains community, 
locally owned for over 25 years!

Book in a tour to see our purpose-built 
outdoor environments that span over vast 
areas, creating limitless opportunities for 
exploration and play. 

Contact the team at Mud Puddles Cottage or visit our website

LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE!
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ARE YOU READY 
TO JOIN OUR TALENTED TEAM?

We have available opportunities for Certificate 3 and 
Diploma educators. Flexible work hours 

and ongoing PD provided.
Email your resume to 

office@mudpuddlescottage.com.au 
and register your interest before these positions are 

filled. We look forward to hearing from you & working 
along side you, developing your career in Early 

Childhood Education & 
Care with Mud Puddles Cottage.



the western weekender »28 Friday, July 28, 2023

W
W

51
50

0



The world’s largest variety show set 
to showcase incredible talent in NSW

EDUCATION WEEK

It may be turning 40 
but there’s no hint of 
a midlife crisis for the 

Schools Spectacular, which 
returns this year to cele-
brate a special milestone.

‘Fabulous’, to be held on 
November 24 and 25 at 
Sydney’s Qudos Bank Arena, 
promises to be a spectacular 
addition to an event that was 
seeded back in 1983 when 
performed as a humble 
acoustic sound-check for 
the new (and now long gone) 
Sydney Entertainment 
Centre.

The following year marked 
its first fully-fledged perfor-
mance, with Schools Spec 
growing to the point where 
it is now considered the 
world’s largest variety show 
– it holds a Guinness World 
Record for 5,322 partici-
pants for the November 25 
2016 show.

This year some 5,500 
students, 600 teachers and 
school staff and 387 public 
schools are involved. 

There will be a 2,100-
person choir, 2,200 dancers, 
a 100-piece symphony 
orchestra, as well as 34 
featured artists, nine 

backing vocalists and six 
featured instrumentalists.

NSW Department of 
Education Secretary Murat 
Dizdar said the event sends 
a powerful message about 
the power of the public 
school system.

“We are taken aback by the 
enormity of the talent, the 
enormity of the ability of our 
young people who perform 
so amazingly,” Dizdar said.

“Our teachers and support 
staff often go as the unsung 
heroes who drive this 
opportunity.

“Doesn’t it put a smile on 

everyone’s faces when we 
see the breadth of schools 
that are represented? Don’t 
we all get a little bit prouder 
when we see our rural and 
remote colleagues repre-
sented, our small schools 
out there?

“That’s what I love about 
Schools Spectacular. It puts 
public education on the map 
front and centre, showcas-
ing the true diversity of the 
state.”

Visit www.schoolsspectac-
ular.com.au.

Source: Glenn Cullen, NSW 
Education website.

SPECIAL FEATURE

Murat Dizdar (NSW Department of Education Secretary), 
Mary Lopez (Founding producer and director of Schools 
Spectacular) and Sylvia Corish (Executive Director Arts 
Unit).
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PPEENNRRIITTHH  SSOOUUTTHH  PPUUBBLLIICC  SSCCHHOOOOLL

ENROLLING NOW 2024

Dedicated and Caring Staff: Our team of passionate educators is committed to fostering a love for learning 
in every child. With years of experience and a student-centred approach, they create an inclusive and 
supportive atmosphere where every student experiences success.

Enriching Extracurricular Activities: We understand the importance of extracurricular activities in a child’s 
development. Our school offers a wide range of programs, including sports, arts, music, and more, to help 
students discover their passions and talents.

Strong Community Involvement: Penrith South Public School values community connections. We foster 
a close-knit community that encourages collaboration between parents, teachers, and students to create 
a positive and supportive learning environment.

ENQUIRE NOW: 
www.penrithsth-p.schools.nsw.gov.au  |  172-190 Jamison Road, South Penrith, NSW, 2750  |  4721 3160
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Quality, affordable 
Christian education
Now enrolling in Prep &
Kindergarten–Year 12

206 East Wilchard Road, Castlereagh
Phone (02) 4708 9800 
Email office@thelakescc.nsw.edu.au
www.thelakescc.nsw.edu.au Discover the difference 
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The Liberals and Nationals are proud of the record education investments delivered  
during our time in Government, including:

• $2 billion to deliver 28 new and redeveloped schools and 54 major school 
upgrades. These include the new Jordan Springs Public School, and 
upgrades to Nepean Creative and Performing Arts High School and 
Cranebrook High School.

• $500 million invested in our Cooler Classrooms Program to install air 
conditioning in schools, including Jamison High School and St Marys North 
Public School.

• Establishing the Childcare and Economic Opportunity fund to create more 
childcare places and make childcare cheaper for families.

• Free Preschool for families for two days per week, and a commitment for a 
year of free Pre-Kindergarten for every child.

• $150 Back to School Vouchers for each child to help with cost of living at the 
start of the school year.

• Creating almost 20,000 new Before and After School Care places, and 
providing a $500 Before and After School Voucher per child to help household 
budgets.

The Liberals and Nationals will continue to fight to make sure your schools 
and your families get their fair share.

Happy Education Week
to all the students, teachers and families  
across Western Sydney!

Authorised by M Speakman, Parliament of New South Wales, Macquarie Street, Sydney NSW 2000

Mark Speakman
Leader of the Opposition
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